CHAPTER V

WEST OF THE AXIS POWERS

ONE advantage which contributes, among others, to
the success with which Nazi Germany wages her
undeclared war is the insignificant fact that its strategy
and tactics are peculiarly monotonous to describe;
to read propaganda may be made tolerable, but to
read about it is almost certainly dull. There can, at
all events, be no object in making list after list of
similar Nazi devices employed in different countries
except to the extent to which they have different
results. The impact of the German totalitarian
machine upon Eastern Europe can, however, be
clearly and perhaps profitably distinguished from its
impact upon Western Europe. To the East, Germany
can exploit her technical achievements, her intellectual
distinction in the past, as against small, economically
backward countries whose history has been far too
much interrupted for them to have developed a con-
vincing political coherence; here, too, because of the
more primitive social structure, Germans have been
able to assume a superior social status and something
of the pose of the Herrenvolk or ruling race which the
National Socialists declare them to be. To the West
lie communities which have perhaps enjoyed a less
interrupted evolution than Germany herself, and from
which she has, in the past at any rate, been willing to
learn; here lie countries, some of them small, but most
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